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AWSSAR LAUNCHED

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA),
Government of India launched a National level
‘Association of Water Supply and Sanitation Or-
ganizations (AWSSAR)’ which will bring together
all public sector water supply and sanitation or-
ganizations/agencies, parastatal agencies and ur-
ban local bodies engaged in service delivery and
sewerage/sanitation on a common platform. The
event was hosted by Ministry of Housing and Ur-
ban Development Department of Odisha at Bhu-
vaneswar on 27th November 2021.

AWSSAR is envisaged to be a co-creation platform
for knowledge sharing between public sector water
supply and sanitation organisations, parastatal
agencies and ULBs engaged in service delivery of
water supply and sanitation.

More than 60 senior officers from several states
and UTs participated in the event. Smt. Sarada
Muraleedharan IAS, Additional Chief Secretary,
Local Self Government Department of Kerala rep-
resented Kerala Government in the event.

Secretary, MoHUA will be the President of the As-
sociation and Principal Secretary, H&UDD Odisha
was unanimously elected as its Vice President-
cum-CEO.

Later in the day, all dignitaries from various states
also visited Puri where Drink from Tap 24x7 water
supply is functional and interacted with the locals
and Jal Sathis as part of a learning session to im-
plement in their respective states.

@RAMY® G ®]S
2021 avlavosmid







Held in Barcelona since 2011, Smart City Expo World Congress
(SCEWC) is a leading international event for aspiring cities to
showcase their achievements and learn from their peers. The objec-
tive of the congress is to empower cities and collectivize urban in-
novation across the globe. Through promoting social innovation,
establishing partnerships and identifying business opportunities,
the event is aims at creating a better future for cities and its citi-
zens.

2021 edition of Smart City world Congress was held in Barcelona,
Spain from 16th to 18th November. There was participation from
over 80+ countries and over 10000 stakeholders visited the expo
over 3 days. Indian delegation of 40 officials/ stakeholders from
different cities and states also participated in the congress. It pro-
vided an arena for cities, institutions and enterprises to share
knowledge and get inspired, as well as acted as a marketplace to
network and build business. A number of side events also took
place, which included academic sessions, discussions and work-
shops.

Dr. Renu Raj IAS
Mission Director, AMRUT

@RAYD AACMIaI®]B>
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The CONGRESS brought together global, national and regional ur-
ban representatives, thought leaders, academic institutions, re-
search centres, incubators, entrepreneurs and investors who have
the collective decision-making power that drives smart cities. Ma-
jority members of the European Union and North America had set
up pavilions in the exhibition area. The Europe pavilion showcased
the expertise as well as opportunities of those countries as well as
the region together. The three-day program had international ex-
perts coming together to share insights and learn best practices for
a more sustainable urban world. It made possible a worldwide dia-
logue that shapes the next steps for urban development.

The EXPO offered a marketplace where hundreds of global compa-
nies and organizations to engage with worldwide professional at-
tendees and show the world their cutting-edge projects and smart
implemented solutions. The solutions that stood out from Scandi-
navia were electric vehicles and smart mobility solutions. Open
stands created an environment within which to network and talent
hunt, while multiple Agora spaces provided opportunities to listen
to selected speakers and encounter business opportunities.

As a part of the SIDE EVENTS and ACTIVITIES a curated list of
events and workshops including digital sessions that broadened
the event program and gave answers to concrete challenges were
conducted. It showcased ways to explore the most pressing issues
and how to move from words to actions.

The 3-day congress was held in the main auditorium of FIRA
BARCELONA, Gran Via, theme rooms, and several open stages
called Agoras, plus a digital program live at Tomorrow City.

The 2021 SCEWC focused on eight main tracks:

Enabling Technologies

Energy & Environment

Tomorrow. Mobility World Congress
Governance

Living & Inclusion

Economy

Infrastructure & Buildings

Safety & Security.

PN R W
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Mobility was one
of the most attrac-
tive areas covered
I;}llthe congress.
e concepts of Mi-
cro Mobility, Public
Transport, Au.to-
motive, Mobility
Service Providers
and their role,
Last Mile & E-
Delivery, Smart In-
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Enabling Technologies : The major discussions included topics
like Artificial Intelligence, Internet of Things, 5G & WIFI6 (6G),
Cloud Computing, VR/AR & Digital Twins and Big Data

Energy & Environment : Innovations and ideas on New Energy
Models, Food & Agriculture, Climate Emergency, Clean Tech,
Waste & Water Management and Green Spaces were deliberated.

Tomorrow Mobility World Congress : Mobility was one of the
most attractive areas covered by the congress. The concepts of Mi-
cro Mobility, Public Transport, Automotive, Mobility Service Provid-
ers and their role, Last Mile & E-Delivery, Smart Infrastructures
were discussed.

Governance In addition to Government systems, Multi-
stakeholder approach, PPP, Cross-sector Governance, Citizen En-
gagement, Alliances and effectiveness of Co-creation were dis-
cussed and presented in detail.

Living & Inclusion :Topics like Social Inclusion, Future of Educa-
tion & Work, Health, Cities for All, Housing problems and solutions
were presented.

Economy :Major issue faced by developing cities being funding ,
the areas related to Financing Schemes, Economic Models, Interna-
tional Projection, Talent Attraction, Innovation Ecosystems and
City-to-city Cooperation were areas of interest in these sessions.



Infrastructure & Buildings : Conceptual and implementation level
topics like Smart Buildings, Sustainable Construction, Innovative
Materials, Critical Infrastructures, Digital Twins and Urban Plan-
ning were covered in these sessions.

Safety & Security : With respect to modern world challenges, top-
ics like Cyber security, City Ethics & Privacy, Urban Safety, Data
Security, Digital Rights and Emergency Response especially in dis-
aster situations were assessed.

Members of the Indian delegation were of the opinion that multiple
solutions like dedicated cycle lanes and smart lighting systems
may have to be limited to certain city areas only in Indian context
so as to facilitate further growth and expansion. Some interesting
solutions observed in the city of Barcelona and discussed among
Indian delegates include

a. Free public wifi in all places

b. Garbage collection only during light traffic timing

c. No entry to vehicles in certain city areas

d. Facade light on heritage buildings

e. No entry to heavy commercial vehicles within city limits

It was also deliberated that the possibility of State Governments /
smart cities signing sister city agreements for technology transfers
with various scandinavian / European union countries / cities for
the purpose of focussed areas like heritage value augmentation (in
line with Gaudi architecture protection in Barcelona), appropriate
sizing of municipal areas, approximating industrial and labour val-
ues etc can be considered.

From the side of Indian delegation, Director of Urban Affairs Kerala
and Mission Direction State Mission Management Unit,
Dr. Renu Raj IAS and Mr. Vikram Kumar IAS, Pune Municipal
Commissioner made presentations in the Congress.

There was protocol reception for the members of the delegation
from India on 17th with the President of Smart City Expo World
Congress 2021 Mr. Ramon Roca and Mr. Ricard Zapetero, CEO
Fira Barcelona International, which was also attended by officials
by Indian Embassy of Spain. During the reception, Fira Barcelona
officials expressed their interests in hosting similar shows in India.

It was also deliber-
ated that the possi-
bility of State Gov-
ernments / smart
cities signing sister
city agreements for
technology trans-
fers with various
scandinavian /
European union
countries / cities
for the purpose of
focussed areas like
heritage value aug-
mentation (in line
with Gaudi archi-
tecture protection
in Barcelona), ap-
propriate sizing of
municipal areas,
approximating in-
dustrial and labour
values etc can be
considered.
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1- Settler — 2- Fluidized Bed Reactor— 3 - Fixed film Reactor
— 4 - Planted Gravel Filter.
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