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Urban Infrastructure Finance Festival

Inclusive, Resilient, Sustainable Cities
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‘ M 9" The Urban Infrastructure Finance
ot Lrpn:jln. Festival 2025, a flagship initiative under

& :ﬁojm;h“fﬁ Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale

’ &b e N IZusammenarbeit (GIZ), Germany's federal

co BB Festl\/a agency for international cooperation, in

e o F'nan . association with European Union (EU),
nlnffastr uctur able C.'tles conducted Urban Infrastructure

Urba # esilient, : Finance Festival (UIFF) 2025,, at New

Inclusi i, India Delhi on 28 & 29 October 2025. The UIFF

025 . . . .
18- 19 October 2 2025 is a joint action  “Support to

Sustainable Urbanisation in India”, is a
programme designed to empower Indian
cities to access diverse financing avenues
for climate-resilient and gender-inclusive
urban infrastructure. As a convening
platform, the festival brings together poli-
cymakers, municipal officials, financial
institutions, multilateral agencies, and
private  sector leaders to  foster
long-term partnerships and co-develop
actionable strategies to bridge India's ur-
ban infrastructure funding gap. Against
he backdrop of rapid urbanization and
growing infrastructure needs, the festival
plays a pivotal role in attracting invest-
8 ment by offering stakeholders the oppor-
N tunity to explore viable projects, mobilize
. financing, and catalyse collaborative
urban development.
' The Inaugural Session and Welcome
| address of the conference have been
carried out by Shri Srinivas Katikitha-
la, IAS, Secretary, MoHUA, Govt of India and the Session initiation /Opening Remarks were giv-
en by His Excellency Mr. Herve Delphin, Ambassador, Delegation of the European Union to
India and Bhutan.
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This is followed by a keynote address and Main V2RI
Panel discussion towards “Accelerating Urban
Infrastructure Investments for
Climate-Resilient and Gender Inclusive
Cities by Smt.D. Thara IAS, MoHUA,
Additional Secretary, Government of India.

The prime Objective of the Urban Finance
Festival is to:

AMRUT KERALA

1. Enhancing municipal capacities to unlock
innovative financing for -climate-resilient,
gender-inclusive cities to build the technical,
regulatory, and operational capabilities of
municipal bodies to design, finance, and

. _ -1s s : Presentation of WET (WATER EFFICIENT Thrissur) as a
malljnage' i Chl,;nati re&hent.’ t gellz;l der uilldus.lve Bankable Entity model to replicate in other Districts of Kerala
urban Inirastructure projects Dby enhancing by Rahul.N. / Session Headed by Smt. T.K. Sridevi; IAS

t_heir understanding of Capifce.ll markets, climate Principal Secretary, Government of Telengana.
finance, PPPs, and grant utilization.

2. Strengthening the urban infrastructure _ i ==
finance ecosystem by streamlining policies, SN ;
regulations, & institutions. il

3. To strengthen the urban infrastructure
finance ecosystem by facilitating structured
dialogues that uncover and address policy,
regulatory, and institutional barriers, while
discussing on strategies & actionable pathways
to overcome them. 3. for cities, and financial
institutions

4. To provide a dedicated Matchmaking g 1'&
platform for cities to showcase investment- MoHUA Additional Secretary, Gol Sharing the Session o

ready mt:rastructu::e l?rop?cts. and dlrec.tly “Accelerating Urban Infrastructure Investments for
engage with financial institutions, enabling Climate-Resilient and Gender Inclusive Cities”.

dialogue, refinement in project structuring,
demystification of the requirements of
financing channels and the formation of

financing partnerships. + Global - W::‘ﬁg.‘::ﬁ::‘s

Based on the advice and Direction by the “Gateway oo D e '\& gz
Mission Director, AMRUT Kerala, The Team

comprises of Rahul.N, Madhavan.K.N and : :
Murali Kochukrishnan have presented the Urhag I.nfrastr'l{cture Finance Festivgl
case study on WET (WATER EFFICIENT Inclus as ReSIIIent, Sustainable Cit
THRISSUR) as a potential Bankable infrastruc-

ture Project which can be replicated in other ~ A

districts of Kerala.

The team has presented the case on 29t in
the Shark Tank (ST) Cities and have
showcased the WET infrastructure project
to the wide array of investors and funders
who have participated in the short pitch
session.

Outcome of the Presentation: The WET
project presentation has been appreciated by
many a participant. Mr. Alvaro Berill, the
head of Urban and Mobility team, Kfw de-
velopment Bank of Germany has extended
his cooperation to further collaborate with
Government of Kerala to finds ways to pitch in &%
to replicate such projects in other regions of @
Kerala.

Acknowledging the support of GIZ Team.
Dr. S. Esakki Raj, State Project Coordinator, _ f i
SUDSC II, GIZ and GIZ Team : R 5 29 at Ne -Et_r#‘
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